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To the Right Worſhipful Thomas 
Lucy of Charlcot, Eſquire ; High- 
Sheriff, and Deputy-Lieutenant of the 
County of Warwick, Sc. 


He ſutableneſs of a Dedication is to be mea- 
ſured from the agreeableneſs of the Subjett 
to the Perſon to whom it is direfied; If it is 

to ſue for Defence and Patronage, ( which the fol- 
lowing Sermon ſtands m need of , ( not for the ſubje&t 
matter, but for the weakneſs of the handling of it, ) 
it ought to be laid at the fret of ſuch who are eminent 
for the Vertue it recommends to the World : Now al- 
thongh you are many ways imitled to this Sermon, 
46 being firſÞ compos'd, and Preach'd by your com 
mand, and by yours, ( together with the imjuntlions 
of the very Worthy, Layal, and Judicious Gencle- - 
men of the Grand Inqueſt, )now publifÞd in Print, 
yet the Title upon which i offers it felf to your Pro 
teftion now' is, that you are @ perſon of exemplery 
Loyalty, of ftvady refolntions for the eftabliſh'd Go» 
vernment ins (arch and: State, which is the deſign of 
this diſcourſe to promote and defend. 

Soon after I receiv'd your ſummons, to: officiate as 
a the laſt Aſſizes, the diſcovery of the 


your Chaplam 
late howid Conſpiracy d:termin'd my choice of my ſub- 
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others ) has declared ber ſelf to be truly Chriſtian, and 
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jeft : I plainly ſaw that Lenity was no charm agamſt 
the Witchcraft of Rebellion , and' that the fattions 
and reſtleſs Spirits of ſome men_.in our age, by their 
Sedition, had made it neceſſary to have Penal Laws, 
and to have them duly executed ; I thought it might 
be proper therefore to aſſert. the neceſſity of the Mas- 


y viſtrates being inveſted with an rrefiſtible C oercive 


Power : and foreſeeing alſo that many who meaſure 
their Religion by their Secular Intereſt , would be 


- ready to comply [o far as to avoid the penalty of the 


Laws, but at the ſame time deſpiſe Dominion in 
their Hearts, and ſecretly ſpeak evil of Dignities, 1 
thought Icould not do better ſervice etther to them, or 
the Government, than by laying open thus their nit- 


ſtake, in ſetling Obedience upon, the only ſure and 


right foundation, the principle of Conſcience, which 
will engage us to be bearty and ſincere in our ſubs 
miſſion to our Governeurs, in all times and places, 
Thes us the great ſecurity. that the Ch cifian Re- 
ligion gives to the Powers of the World, and 
thus argument the ancient Apologiſts ' made uſe of 


to recommend it to them, that it allows of no Re- 


ſiſtance ; that it propoſes higher rewards for Obedi- 
achenag- ence, and ſeverer puniſhments for Diſobedience, by 


binding it as a duty in point of Conſcience, than any 
SanFtions of Flumane Laws. 
And beremn alſo the Church of England (above 
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ſo0-n2 Enemy to Ceſar *, by aſſerting the Kings Su- 
premacy , and by requiring our obedience. to t 
Magiſtrate, as orduin'd by God , not only for 
wrath, butfor Conſcierce lake. 

| So that in this diſcourſe 1 have endeayour'd not 
only to expreſs the Charafter of a good. Subject, but 
of a true Son of the Church of England; and to 
[peak properly, none can be the latter, but he muſt 
alſo be the former :. Aud indeed T have ſo great a ves 
neration for all the dofkrines and eſtabliſhments of that 
(hurch , that I think it far more eligible ( if God 
ſhmld permit it for our fins) to fall and periſh-with 
it, than by any indirett or unwarrantable means to go 
about to defend it, or tolive and triumph in its runes. 
And berem I am confident I expreſs not only my own 


ſentiments, but yours alſo, and the ſenſe of all the 


Loyal Nobility and Gentry of our ( ountry, which 


4s it gives place but to few other ( ountrys for their 
number and quality, ſo it yields to none for their 
Loyalty.,, Unanimity, and Zeal for the eſtabliſh'd 
Government. I could not doubt therefore but that a 
diſcourſe of this nature would be grateful both to 
you and them ; and I am ſenſible that your Zeal for 
the Subjeft has ſo far biaſs'd your Judgements, as 
to cauſe you to overlook many fits in the managing 
of it, otherwiſe you would not have thought it fit for a 
Publication : But it was not good manners m me to- 
withſtand your repeated Commands ; and I doubt not 
A } but. 
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but you aim at the ſame deſign in its Printing for 
which it was Preach'd; to make men ſenſible, in 
this reſtleſs and ſeditious Age, of their duty to God 
and the King, that they cannat truly ſerve the one, 
unleſs they [ubmit to the other. 

If it may he any ways ſerviceable for theſe greas 
ends, for the promoting of Loyalty, Peace , and 
Religion with any, eſpecially among thoſe that Pro» 
vidence bas plac'd we with, T ſhall think my pains 
well beſtow'd; and it will abundantly recompence the 
cenjures and ill treatment it is like to meet with from 
thoſe who are obſtinate and irreclaimable. 

That Ged would ſtrengthen your bands, and pros 
ſper you in your undertakings for bis ſervice, and give 
you all the comforts of this life, and of a better, is 
the bearty wiſh, and prayer of , | 


Honoured Sir, 
Coventry, Aug. 
rien i6< 83. 


Your moſt Qbedicnt, 


and moſt Humble Servant, 


£ Fonatban Kimberley. 


Ro- 


(1) 


ROMANS xi. 5. 


Wherefore you muſt needs be ſubjett , 
not only for wrath, but for Conſcience- 


ſake- 


as it was im atv eſpecial matiner yecormiended 

tothe World by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, both 
by their Precepts and Examples 5” {6 onght it to be 
elteem'd of univerſal obligation, and carefully to be 
obſerv'd by their followers in all apes: for'as there 
cannot be gather'd either from their words or aftions: 
any thing that ſhould limic this duty to any peculiar 
tume or place, ſo they back'd their Injun&ions with 

that axe perpetual and univerſal, vis. the 
Divime Azthority, Uſefulneſs, and Neceſſity of Gevern- 
went ; and allowing that to be neceſſary, Subjetion' 
muſt be fo too, / for. they are relative terms, and ſup- 
pole each other. 

That Government in the general is Nereſſary, can- 
not be deny'd by any that confider what the evil con- 
ſequences of an unlimited Stats would be : We ſee 
datly even. under the confinetwent of Laws, and. 
where Government is eftabliſh'd, how difficult it is, 
notwithſtanding: theſe reſtraints, to curb the exorbi- 
tance of mens Paſſions, ro'bridie their Luſts, ro bring: 
them into any tollerable' temper, to-make them only 
more: mild and; ſociable than Wolves and' Tygers : 
Under all. rheſe. obligariofs to,- and — for 
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Peace and Amity, how many are there, that in de- 
ſpight of all the bonds of duty and gratitude 3 maugre 
all the frowns or ſmiles of Superiours, the Rewards 
or Puniſhments annex'd to Laws, that fly out againſt 
their Governours, and their Brethren, that with more 
than/ a ſavage cruelty would, and too often do, de- 
vour. -one another ? - And if the caſe be ſo under Go- 
vernment, where there are bounds ſet, and puniſh- 
ments allotted for Tranſgreſlors, what would be the 
ſtare and condition of mankind 1f there were none ? 
If every man were permitted to follow what was juſt 
in his own eyes, it 15 to/be fear'd, that nothing would 
ſeem ſo- to, him, - but what was unjuſt, - 1f-not cruel to 
his Neighbour, and confuſion would be the certain 
conſequence thereof, Government therefore is ne- 
ceſſary. | | 
And as it is »eceſſary 1n it ſelf, fo is it by the 4p- 
pointment of God, who: has ordain'd it for the good of 
Prov. 8.15. mankind :- It is by me (ſays God ) that Kings reign - 
_ = They are the Anointed of the Lord: He ſets and eſta- 
2 San. 5. He them in their Thrones. This he did to the Kings 
"2: of Iſrael under theOld Teſtamentin a peculiar manner, 
but he did not confine his care to them only, but 
Gentile Kings are alſo of, his appointment, and even 
ſuch as were Cruel and Tyrannical ; as appears from 
Mar.17.27, Our S4aviowrs owning their Power, in paying Tribate 
22-17-19 (an Arbitrary Tax) to them, at the expence of a Mi- 
racle, and from the InjunGtions of S. Paul and S. Pe- 
Rom. 13.2. fer, who command us to ſabmit to them as the Or di- 
1 Pet. 2.13- 74nce of God, and to obey their commands for the Lords 
ſake. Government therefore is Neceſſary, and at leaſt 

in the general, of Divine Appointment. 
And that of all Governments, Monarchical 1s the 
beſt, will appear from hence, becauſe it bears the 
neareſt reſemblance to the Divine Government, _ 


+ 2.4 

beſt anſwers the ends of it : It is moſt eafte to the 
Subject if it be good and gentle, and leſs cruel if it 
" prove Tyrannical. Moſt eafte, as that Obedience is 
always where the feweſt command, and fo conſequent- 
ly moſt eafie of all, when we are ſubje& to the will 
and power but of one : If it ſhould be Tyrannical, 
1t would be leſs hurtful, inaſmuch as 'tis better to lye 
under the laſh of one Tyrant than many, and the 
rage of a Prince is leſs dangerous toa Kingdomthan an 
Ariſtecratical fury, or the uncontroulable violence of 
an incenſed Rabble. 

Government being neceſſary, and of Divine Appoint- 
ment ; and of all Governments, Momarchical being 
the beſt,” as bearing the neareſt reſemblance to the 
Divine Pattern; and being moſt conducive to the 
Peace and Happineſs of any People : highly reafona- 
"ble then, and very beneficial to us, is this dodrine, 
which S. Pal in this Chapter ſets before us, of ſyb- 
jection to the higher Powers, that God hath placed 
over us. The extent of which duty he ſets before 
us, ver. 1. That every Soul is to ſubmit to them; 1n 
the following Verſes he inforces his injunion with 
two Reaſons ; the firſt is deriv'd from the original of 
this power,zt is ow God, ver. 2.Whoſoever reſiſteth the 
. Power,reſiſteththe ordinance of God,and they ſhall receive 

to themſelves damnation. Inthe following verſes, 3, 4. 
he adds another reaſon, taken from the Authority 
theſe Powers are inveſted with, If thou doeſt well, 
thou ſhalt find a' reward for thy obMience 3 but it 
thou doeſt evil, he is ſent to puniſh thee for the 
ſame : From both theſe reaſons he infers a neceſlity of 
ſubje&tion in the Text. Wherefore ye muſt needs be 
ſubjet, not only for wrath, for fear of puniſhment 
here 3 bur alfo for Conſcience-ſake : ye mult ſubmit to 


them, as they are the Ordinance of God. 
B The 
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'The worgs are a Precept prefling us to obedience 
to higher Powers fram a ſenſe of Religion , not oxly 
for wrath, gt” a Conſcience-ſake. 

They afford us theſe heads. 

Firſt, That a ſubmiſſion to thoſe rightful Powers 
which God hath ſer over us, is our indiſpenſable du- 
ty. Te muſt needs be ſubjeF. 

Secondly, That although it is neceſſary that the 
Supream Magiſtrate ſhould have an abſolute coercive 
Power, yet neither the bare hopes of a reward, nor 
the dread of puniſhment in this World, ſhould be the 
only ground of our obedience. Not only for wrath. 
Bur, . | 
Thirdly, The only Obedience that ought to be 
regarded here, or will be rewarded hereafter, muſt 
proceed from a principle of Conſcience. For Conſci- 
ence-ſake. 

| As Corollaries from theſe heads we ſhall inferr : 

I, That neither an Atheiſt, nor a vicious Per- 
ſon, can be a good Subjet from any good 
ground. 

2. That the Laws of the Higher Powers do oblige 
us to the obſervance of them in point of Conſct- 
ence. 

3. That no pretences of Conſcience or Religion 
can authorize any reſiſtance of our Superiours. 

I. That a ſubmiſſuon to thoſe rightful Powers which 
God hath ſet over us, is our indiſpenſable duty, If we 
derive the Ongtinal of Government either from Pa- 
ternal right, or from the looſer way of Compad, yet 
ſtill it carries along with it a neceſſity of ſubjetion in 
thoſe that are under it. He that anciently did, ;or 
even now. does diſpute his Fathers Commands in 
' things lawful, deſerves correftion for it, and he that 
durſt oppoſe his Father formerly upon any account, 
was 


was liable to death for his diſobedience: *« the ancient * 4ig.zb- 
paternal power being deſpotical. | _ beg my 
TIz3:1xh 2e%;n6 As.) 1c a(invict BD), Oc. Simpl. ad Epic, Ench, 6: me a9} ET; pwpal- 
@y Yor, | %, Maes,cewv & C sAov]o Tvs mar a; mis rd; ( emSiVar, x; 
Gord ex amwopimus. Alex, ab Alex. dierum Gen. lib. 6. cap. 10. de leg. 12. T, . 


If we ſuppoſe that Government aroſe from Com- 
pat from the Conceſſions of the people C which hy- 
potheſis can never be allow'd as true, in regard that 
Governours ate intruſted with a' power of Life and 
Death, which the People never had, and ſo could 
never grant ) ſuppoſing then, but not granting that 
Government aroſe from Compat, u mult be allow'd 
as neceſſary, in order to the attaining of the ends of 
Government (Peace and Security ) that there muſt be 
a Supream Power, and that Power irreſiſtible. In 
this caſe, the People muſt be ſupposd to concenter in 
him they place over them, to be Umpire among them, 
and if they will have him any thing more than the 
bare Image of a Prince, or expect to enjoy under him 
the ends of Government, Peace and Security, to him 
muſt be their final Appeal, and he maſt be inveſted with 
a power to compell them to ſubmit tohisdeterminations. 

Furthermore, allowing this ſuppofirion-of the Ori- 

ine of Government to be true, yet the dedutions 
which by ſome are made from it, are very inconſe- 

gential: As that the People may reſume the Power 
which they gave, or at leaſt that thoſe who ſucceed, 
are not oblig'd to ſtand to the compaQts of their Pre- 
deceſlors ; which are not only dangerous Principles, 
but abſard and falſe : Nor can it be imagin'd that ever 
any people ſhould beſo fooliſh as to goabouttobuild 
any Government on ſuch a ——— which 
every ſtorm muſt overtufn, if the People at pleaſure 
may reſume their unbounded liberty , which in the 
foundation of the Government they are fupposd to 


B 2 part 
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part with 3 which they can no more do ( unleſs they. 
can produce the original Grant, and ſhew the reſerve 
1n it ) than an Hebrew or Roman Slave could regain 
their liberty at pleaſure 3 or than that Woman who 
has bound herſelf toan Husband can be loos'd from the 
bond. of her Husband, which holds during life. Ne1- 
ther are the Son's hands more free than the Father's, 
to oppoſe the cſtabliſh'd Government 3 for he that is 
_bornof a Subject is, as much the Princes, as he that is 
born of a Slave is the Maſter's right, and he can no 
more emancipate himſelf than the Son of the Slave 
can, nor compell his Governour to ſet him free, any 
more than a Father among the Romans could be con-_ 
ſtrain'd to.manumit his Children, which by the Im- 
Jet. fi perial Law is prohibited. For by it neither Natural 
bo. nor Adopted Children can compell their Parents to ſet 
Neque Na- thems free. If therefore we reipett the original, or 
male: x end of Government any way, we ought to ſubmit, 


11, neque A- ap 
doptivi lb and 'tis not in our power to free our ſelves. 


__ But that SubjeQion is an indiſpenſable duty, I ſhall 

rentesr de Endeavour to make apparent from theſe following 

prefireſus conſiderations: 

oy” 1, If we conſider the Commands of God, requiring 
it of us, ard the examples of the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, who put it in practice. p | 

2. It we conftder the relation that our Governours. 

have.to us, their care in proteting and detending us, 
irſhould oblige us to ſubmit to them. 

. 1. If we conſider the commands of God, &c. .If we 
look into the Goſpel of Peace, ' we ſhall find that 
ſcarcely any duty 1s more earneſtly preſs'd upon us, 
than Subjection to our Governours, 1n order to the 
odtaining that Peace it propgſes. Our Saviour com- 

Mat.22.21. mands us, to Rexder to Ceſar the things that are Ce- 
ſar's : S. Pausinjuntion in the Text, and that which 
he 


, 


3. 


he gives to » Timothy, nv doubt, were of univerſal”? Us. 
and perpetual obligation. That we ſhould ſubmit » 1 pa.'2. 
to, and pray for Kings, and all in Authority. And 118; 
S. Peter confirms the ſame, with a Proviſo to obviate pen 
exceptions. » [hat our obedience muſt be ſhewn mot onem domi- 
only to the good and gentle, but alſoto the froward. ae agg 
Such was the carriage of the Jews, not only to ris idemad 
they own Princes while they were 1n their ownland, as 
but alſo when they were in Captivity, they ſubmit- rendwn, 
ted to, and prayed for the Kings they liv'd under, &* ahgy's 
as may be gather'd from their obſervance of the De- 5 P.lib, 1xC4þs 
cree of Darizs : Ezra 6. 10. In offering Sacrifices of 4 F#: + 
ſweet ſavour unto the God o rd Heaven, and in praying 
for the life of the King and of his Sons. And the like 
we may read done by them for Nebuchadnezzar, and 
his Son Balthaſar, Bar. 1.11. 
[ might produce innumerable inſtances of the he- 
roical patience, and ſubmiſſion of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians to their Superiours, even when they per- 
ſecuted them. LTertul. in his Apology ſpeaks thus : We Terr. Apt. 
Chriſtians pray for the Emperors, that their lives may 43% & 
be long , and their reigns ſecure; that they may have d; mu pro 
waliant Armies, faithful Parliaments, and an honeſt Imperatori- 
and obedient people that Caſar may have every thing Wo poo 
according to his hearts deſire. xam, impe- 


After they had their Religion eſtabliſh'd by Law , = 
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and had ſtrength enough to have reſiſted , they (till cirw fores, 


ſubmitted to, nay further, they. prayed for Arrien. mas 
and other perſecuting Emperors. Thus Athanafſf us * hom probum, 


(that great defender of the Orthodox Faith) ſubmit- drome 4 


ted to the Emperour Conſtantins , an Arrian Perſe- & Caſaris 
cutor, anda would not oppoſe either him, or any **4/unr. 

Commilitonated by him, by force, * for the mainte- "Es 
nance of the true Faith, for the defence of which he * 4than. 4- 
ſo unjuſtly ſuffer'd. - Ie ad Con- 


ant. 
Such 


b ” ur) & "CVs; ICE : I" 5." C OS ow, of : . 1% Ky 
bo 5 LE F 4 =_y . E %* F x 
oy .* 
- 


Such was alſo the carriage of Ambroſizs to Valen- 

': The young Emperour being infected by his 

Mother Juſtia with the principles of Arrianiſzr, and 

at rexg- by her being ſtirr'd up ſeverely to perſecute S. Am- 
ws, dolore brofſe and his Church, he knew no other way of re- 
prreraparero fiſting, but by ſupplications, ſighs, and tears 5 theſe 
95 con were his only weapons, he durſt not uſe any other 
Lachyme Arms againſt them. Neither did he thus tamely yidd 
fine, afirey {Or want of power or courage, "for he declin'd the 
nec debes aſſiſtance of the Rebel Maximw againſt the Empe- 
we <a roxr : and he who ſo willingly offer'd his life as a 
» Theadorer PTEy tO his Perſecutors, conld not want courage to 
_ ” m_ defended it by force, if he had thought it 

4 B | aww. 

Maeve SD We ſce then, by the command of God, the exam- 


ue ivory ple of the Jews, and Primitive Chriſtians, it was 


wor m5 Ei. elteem'd a duty to ſubmit to their Governours, al- 
9&, 5 though they {2pm them, and to pray for them. 


ric So that the dodtrines of depofing them, of reliſting, 

Civs 8 or conſpiring againſt them upon any pretence, is not 

Neue of Primitive inſtitution, but the Novel Politicks of 

«v7rlw Auch who have not the fear of God before their eyes 

op«yl.- to engage them to pray to him, or of his Vice-gerent - 
. upon Earth, to pray for him. 

2. If we conſider the great careand concern of our 
Governours in protecting us, it ſhould in gratitude 
oblige us to ſubmit to them, to pray for them, that 
God would defend and dire& them, and eſtabliſh 
their Thrones. 

Thoſe who have had the ProteGtion of the Govern- 
ment for their education, certainly owe ſo much to 
their Governours, as Obedience to them, to pray for 
them, to be ready to aſfiſt them with their hearts agd 
hands, in the ſupport of that Government that protect- 
ed them when they wereenot able to help themſelves. 


We 
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Wea are too apt to think that we are not at all be- 
holden to our Governours : that no man receives 
any kindneſs from them but their immediate Favou- 
rites and Courtiers ; And ſo we think that we may 
be excus'd if we pay them no ſervice, ſince we do 
not reckon our ſelves indebted to them: the moſt of 
men acknowledging no homage due to any , but 
what they are immediately paid for, nor bave a ſenſe 
of anyother duty than what is mercenary. 

To ſuch an Hireling as this, I ſay, that the care 
of thy Governours ( although thou deſerv'ſt it not ) 
1s extended unto thee. Is thy Life or thy Property 
of any concern to thee > That thou art ſafe in the 
one, and ſecure mn the other, thou owelſt to the care 
and goodneſs of thy Governours: For could'ſt thou 
think either thy Life or thy Eſtate ſafe in the midſt 
of violence. and rapine ? And what hinders mens 
flying out into theſe Villanies but the reſtraint of 
Laws, which would be but a dead Letter, unleſs thy 
Governours gave life to them by the execution of 
them ? Is it no kindneſs to thee that thon art yet 
Maſter of thy own, and not a Slave to a ſtranger ? 
That thou art not devour'd by a foreign force, or 
an inteſtine Rabble ? Our Land is not ſo contempti- 
ble, but that if it were defenceleſs, no doubt, it 
would be ſought after, and if the defence were left to 
our own management, we ſhould not be ſecure a- 
gainſt our Enemies, nor our ſelves. 

That our days then are prolong'd, and that we enjoy 
our places, that our Children are not Fatherleſs, and 
our Wives Widdows, that they are not Vagabonds, 
forc'd to begg their Bread, that the Extortioner has 
not all that we have, and that aStrangerdoes not poſ- 
{eſs our labours; whom can we, or whom ought 
we to thank for theſe Bleſlings, but, next under you 

| p R 


ey 


64 2 FAMA 
KS, : 


29% 5%. = 
- bt : 
* a © x "on A 
- = - 


the Prudenceof our Kingand Governours, in the regu- 
lar adminiſtration.of Juſtice, and the wholſome con- 
ſtitution of our Laws ? - Certainly ſuch blefſings as 
theſe, require in return our ready ſubmiſhion to, and 
hearty prayers for thoſe under whom we lJiveſo peace- 
ably and quietly, and might be more happy in theſe 
enjoyments if we would our ſelves. . The King is the 
Father of his Country, and the care that he takes for 
all that are in it is not ſmall] : Some men find the 
Government of a Family to be troubleſome, others 
experience the-burden of adminiſtring of a ſmall Pro- 
vince to be heavy; and can we think that the affairs 
of a whole Kingdom can be managd without great 
watchfulneſs and care ? 

We are apt to admire, and to be ſurprizd at the 


brightneſs and glittering gaiety of a Crown, and to 


think that the Head that wears it muſt needs be free 
from all pain and- trouble. But alas, we know not 
the weight of the Crown we admire, how it 1s many 
times lin'd with Thorns, and preſſes heavy upon the 
Head of him that wears it ; imtitles-him, as to the 
homage, fo to the proteQion of his people, to pro- 
vide againſt, and ſecure us from foreign force, and 
domeſtick Conſpiracies. | 
| If we. were acquainted. with, and did throughly 
confider the -troubles and difquietudes of Princes, 
the great care they undergo for the good of the Peo- 
ple, the great benefits we enjoy under Government , 
we ſhould not: eſteem our ſelves >unconcern'd: for 
them, but account it our indiſpenſable duty to pray 
for them, and obey them. | 
2 Prop. That although it 1s neceſlary that the Ma- 
giſtrate ſhould have an Abſolute Coercive Power 3 
A acither the bare hopes of Reward, nor dread of 
uniſhment 1n this Life , ſhould be-the only yon 
| 0 
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of = Obedience. Te muſt. be ſubje?, not only for 
Wwratd. | | 

I, It. 1s neceſſary that the Magiſtrate ſhould have 
an abſolute Coercive power. It is not to be expet- 
ed, icarcely to be tmagin'd, even in a Platonick or 
Otopian Republick, that. ever there ſhould be a ſo- 
ciety of men {o far devoid of all paſſions and ſelf-in- 
tereſt; as readily to (ſubmit to- their Governours, to 
obey their Commands, to live 10 Charity with their 
Neighbours, and to keep peace' withall men, without 
the proſped& of ſome reward,' or fear of ſome puniſh- 
ment -1n this life, "This: Notzon of Obedience 1s too 
| abſtracted for the moſt of men to apprehend,” and this 
Clue of Loyalty fo fine ſpun, that it. will cafily | be 
broke , a loſt 1n the} Mazes and Labyrinths of 
State. . | 
: Good Laws therefore, with ſuitable SanQtions, are 
neceſſary in Fece:Romuli, and as they are an orna- 
ment to any Government, ſo, when duly executed, 
_— a ity to ittoo : For although there may 
be ſome perſons { as there ought to be many ) who 
may be ſo far in love with Vertue, as to be content 
to wed her with no other dowry but ber own Beau- 
ty.z who, from a fenſe- of their duty, may continue 
Ginbful and obedient unto death, in hopes of a re- 
ward hereafter 3 yet were there more of this ingenu- 
ous temper (as1t 1s to be wiſhed there were ) how in- 
conſiderable are they to the multuude, who livemore 
by Sertſe, thahi/by Reaſon or:Fanhz whom the innate 
-Beantics and Pleafures'of Vertne can never invite to 
admire her : who would neverdeny their luſts, if they 
could gratific them without danger, would quickly 
.pneſne their Revenge to death, were they not afraid 
ithat the Avenger of Bidod even m this World would 
| overtake them. 251 [ 
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( 2) 
Men may talk of Good Nature, and RightReafon; 
propoſe fair and w_ commendations and deſcrj- 


prions of Vertue, and Honeſty, and Loyalty, to in- 
vite men to cloſe with them, and poſiibly by theſe 
motives may perſwade ſome of good underſtandin 
and honeſt inclinations to do ſo ; but ſuch diſcourſes 
will have as little effe& upon the Vulgar,and the Rab- 
ble, -. with whom Government has to. deal; as fine 
words upon an unruly Beaſt, which 1s to be held'in 
with the Bit and Bridle, leſt he fall upon thee 3 and 
is to be kept in the right way with no other argu- 
ments, than with a ſtrait rein, and prudent manage- 
ment of the Whip and Spur. 

If we take away the Laws then, and if they are 
not duly executed, they are vertually remov'd, we 
ſhould find that the Vizor of Honeſty and Religion 
that ts now worn by many, would be quickly pull'd off; 
that Vice would grow bold and impudent, and walk 
bare-fac'd among usz that Rebellion, and Murder, and 
open Violence would become the Nations Laws, in- 
ſtead of thoſe of Peace, Honefty, and Religion, that 
would preſently be abolt{hd : Take away the belief 
of a Hell, one part of the Santion of Divine Laws, 
and I fear that moſt men would quickly forget their 
duty to their God : and remove the puniſhments 
from Humane Laws, and they would as ſoon forget - 
that to their Prince and Neighbours too. 

"Tis therefore the Rods and Axes that in ſome mea- 
ſure ſecure the Crown and Scepter ;and in this Rebelli- 
ous Age, Guards have been found to bea neceflary de- 
tence and ſecurity for the perſonsof Princes: The Gibbet 
and the Pillory are ſerviceable. inſtruments for the ſup- 
port and maintenance of Government and Property, 
for the preſervation of mens Lives, their Names, and 
their Eſtates. | 


But 
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But allowing all this to be ſo, that good Laws are 
neceflary, and that without Temporal Rewards and 
Puniſhments men would not them, yet all this 
is no more than what the vices of men have made ne- 
cellary ; and it makes no more againſt the other part 
of the propoſition, than that becauſe the moſt of men 
are vicious, that therefore it ſhould not be a duty to 
be vertuous, orthat becauſe many men are honeſt on- 
ly for a good name, or for fear of puniſhment if they 
ſhould be otherwiſe, that therefore they oughtnot to 
be ſo from a principle of Conſcience. 

To proceed in'proof.of the ſecond part of the Pro- 
poſition, viz. That neither the bare hopes of a reward, 
nor dread of ' puniſhment in this World, ſhould be the 
only ground of our Obedience. | 

We will ſappoſe at preſent: (-which 'we' ſhall 'after- 
wards prove: more largely.) that, Loyalty; 'and Obe- 
dience to our Governours, 1s a<duty'that God: re- 
quires ofras, and: ſo a Chriftian Grace; and therefore 
ought to! proceed from; and to be meafurd: by the 
ſame principle and rule with other Graces, which 
none will allow to be ſound, if they flow only from 
a proſpe&t of 'Femporal Rewards,- or fear of ſuch Pu- 
niſhments. He therefore that. only obeys his Prince 
out of hopes of being made great by him, or for fear 
of ſuffering if he ſhould diſobey him, can no more 
be ſaid to be a good Subject, than he that prays ro 
God only to be ſeen of men, or keeps his hand from 
picking his Neighbours Pocket; only for fear of be- 
mg liſcover'd and diſgrac'd, can be ſaid to be cither a 
good Chriſtian, or an honeſt Man. 

Beſides, if we conſider our Obedience to our 
Prince as a duty which we owe to God, it cannot be 
ſuch as will be accepted by him, if it proceeds from 
fear only 3 -for God EO that we pay thoſe duties 
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we owe to him heartily and fincerely, with the whole 
bent of our Will and Aﬀetions; but thoſe aftrons - 

' Arif. Erb, which proceed from fear only, are but * mixt ations, 
ry pg and are fo far from being reckon'd among the actions 
calle z of Chriſtian graces, that they are not clirem damong 
wv <7 4 thoſe of the Vertnes of Heathens. 


err Furthermore, : he 'that obeys his Pridce only from 
&. Temporal concerns, 'his Obedience 1s uncertain, bis 


Service unſafe, '1ay, it may be, deſtrudtive to the 
Government, if rely'd upon : For: rf this Mercenary 
Subject 1s defeated in his expectation , or any Ways 
diſpleasd (as haughey and ambitious* men ſoon are at 
their 'Covernoyrs ) or if he: have a proſpett of-rai 
himſeli with ſafety by: Rebelling, - what {hoald: whe 
hold ſuch a man, Ti he purſues his principles, -but' to 
oppele anid:deſtroy his King, to-advancehimfelf/ and 
to overturn the Government, _ he may> gp Unpu- 
nithi/in fo doing?! TRE. Mt} 07 INE 
80 that from the whole, :we Godhareruaigncad 
be ſubjecdmot only fir wrath;; tor fear of 'Femporal'Pu- 
mibments, or for. hopes of. any ſuch. Reward; : which 
ts not the obedience that::God requires,” or the 
can truſt to, but our _—_——_— proccrebfrom a 
ſenſe of dury, and: "We m———— _ oy. non 


3: The only Obedicis that is to be add 
bere, or will be' rewarded hereafter, muſt proceed 
from Conſcience, $G”. 

For the right underſtanding -of which, we nt 
kan what Eero Is, ink what Als to a(t from 
a principle of Conſcience. 

Conſcience is a Power which God hath im- 
planted *'in the minds' of men, whereby they are 
enabled to- compare their aftions-with the Rule, . and 
either to _— Or ang them, as they agree, 
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or not agree withthe ſame :: Now the Rule that Con- 
ſcience is to be guided by among Chriſtians, is the 
revealed Will 'of God : Whatſoever therefore is in - 
Gods Law commanded, is out of Conſcience to be 
done, and whatſoever is there forbidden, is from the 
ſame principle to be avoided ; and this is toat from 
a principle of Conſcience, in conformity to what 
God requires of us: Whatſoever then is not founded 
1n the law of God, nor derivable from thence, is/ no 
matter of Conſcience in it (elt,” but of private Opmi- 
on, Scrupulolity, or Errour: : | 
Now 6 there any thing m:Scripture more plainly 
commanded than Qbedignce to Authority;- or prohi- 
bited under ſeyexer. penalties. than the/ refifting'of 
them. To go no further than-this Chapter, Let eve: 
ry ſoul be ſubje@ to de. htgheri Powers, and: whoſoever 
' refyſteth, the Power, re{;jtetietbe Ordinance of God;"awd 

ha ſhall receige te binſef deyawiont the fame vlaprg 'Vid.1 Cor. 
tion that belangs tothe wrs:0t IIS EK 
of Gad ). +.d, this.deftring wasindo'only preuch'd but 1 Tim.3.5. 
practic'd by Chit, ant. bis Apoſtles. andthe Primi: 
tive Chriſtians, to the aftontfhmenr, of their very Per- 
ſecutars. 100 of. 09 arfviloe 


. And yet notwithſtanding rhe:plainne(s and ſeverir 
of theſe Precepts, I know not how. it comes to oaks 
but ſo it is, that there are many:men among us'who 
pretend to walk according to Scripture, and would 
be accounted the. only Conſcientious perſons 3 yet 
have na more regard to theſe Rules than if they were 
Apocryphal to. them, and pretend evento Conſcience - 
for the violation of the fame. They are as free in 
cenſuring and condemning ther Governouts, as if it 

were not written, that * thox ſhalt not. ſpeak evil of the *Exod. 22. 
Ruler of thy pegple : Thou foult wot revile the- Gods FRB; . 
» Nor curſe the Kiug, no not in thy thought. They are * Eccl. 10. 
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as ready to oppoſe him upon all occaſions, - as if it 
were not Canonical Scripture, that whoſoever reſiſteth 
the Power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God, arid they that 
reſiſt, ſhall receive damnation. hat Criticiſms, falſe - 
gloſſes, and frivolous diſtinCtions are invented, and 
made uſe of to avoid the force of theſe plain Pre- 
cepts ? the Higher Powers are to be divided into 
Higher and Lower ; the Higher, -or Supream, 1s to 
be obey'd, ſay they, but the lower (although Com- 
miſſfionated by the higheſt ) may be reliſted. The 
King, the higheſt Power, is to bedivided, and his Au- 
thority may be ſo far ſeparated from his Perſon, as the 
one may. be made uſe of to deſtroy the other When we _ 
are expreſly. commanded fo ſubmitto the King,” and to 
thoſe that are; ſent by him and that not only to ſuch 
as are good.and gentle, | but allo to the froward, and , 
to. bearovr. frfferings. patiently, although we ſuffer 

wrongfully, after theexample of Chriſt ; how many 1i- 

mitatzong; miſt. wechave before thele precepts ( which 

were\dekverd indefinitely )-can be receiv tor own'd? 

It the King be Ungracious, Inſufficient, or Tyranni- 
cal, he is ſo far ( ſay ſoze) from being to be ſubmit- 

ted to, that he ought to be opposd and deſtroy'd. 

As if Nero, and ſome of thoſe that ſucceeded him, 

were not as Cruel and Tyrannical, as 'tis imaginable 

any ſhoald be, whom they were commanded to q 

and did quietly ſubmit to. I'm confident thar if the 

like Sophiſtry were allow'd to be made uſeof in other 

caſes, the force of any the plaineſt precepts of Scri- 

ture might be eluded, and the moſt delperate actings 

by \ſuch Arts might be defended thence. But however 

men by ſuch devices may delude themſelves, and a- 
buſe the World, yet God will not be mocked, nor 
their Conſciences always ſleep, but will one day try 

them, and unleſs they repent, condemn them by theſe 
| plain 
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plain Scripture Rules, devoid of all their Sophiſtry 
and deluſion. 

Furthermore, he that makes Conſcience of his du- 
ty to his*Governours, dares not ſo much as curſe them 
in his thought, much leſs enter into any Leagues , 
Covenants, or Aflociations againſt them, be they ne- 
ver ſo ſecret, becauſe' his Conſcience, which is the 
foundation of his Obedience, reſpects a future judge- 
ment 3, he obeys his Ruler, , as the Miniſter of God, 
ſo that although his Treaſonable thought may be con- 
ceal'd from the one, yet he knows it cannot eſcape 
the knowledge and judgement of the other. This is 
the greateſt ſecurity that any Prince can have from 
any Subjet, that he looks upon Obedience as a ne- 
ceſlary duty commanded by God, and that ſo-long as 
he has the fear of God bet his eyes, he cannot but 
reverence his Vicegerent upon Earth. 

| Where Allegiance is founded on Religion, and 
Loyalty proceeds from Conſcience, nt 1s the ſame in 
all times and places 3 it commands our Prayers for 
_ the King, and thoſe in Authority, in private as well 
as publick 5 that we neither reproach them ſecretly 
in their proſperity, nor revile them openly 1n their 
adverſity 3 that we be ready with our Hands and 
Purſes, with our Lives and Fortunes, to eſtabliſh the 
Throne, to oppoſe the Enemies of God, and the 
King : This is that Obedience which deſerves en- 
couragement here, but ( if attended with other 
\ —_ will certainly meet with a reward here- 
after, 

We proceed now to the Corollaries. 

1 Corell. It follows from hence, that neither an 
Atheiſt, nor a vicious perſon, can be a good Subje&t 
from any good ground. 


* Plato 
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' Plato lib. =» Plato, in the beginning of his Tenth Dialogue o 
! —_— Laws, lays powiing Divine Rule , He has Fd 
899i) lieves the Gods to be according to the Laws, will 
1,6, mot be guilty of any evil in word or deed: i.e. in 
m/s irs Scripture language, he will render to every one their 
6:ſor7- due, to (Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, ard to God 
windy (ar the things which are Gods; 'and without this behef I 
ve 5z9y know not what can with-hold any man from com- 
«pc 4- mwitting the greateſt villanies, provided they may be 

"done with ſecrefie and impunity here. 

Men rnay pretend to a ſenſe of Honour, of Moral 

Gallantry and Honefty, that may ſecure them -from 

the violations of Natural Laws, and the Laws of S$o- 
ciety, and” that this"tmay render them as capable of 

being good Sabjefts and good Men, as the apprehen- 

{ions of an over-ruling Deity , and all-the SanCtions 

of Divine Laws, and terrours of Conſcience. + - 

1 would'only a&&'this queſtion of fuch Moreliſts, 

What is the chief end they” propoſe ro themſelves ? 

for every man muſt have ſome ultimate end to which 

all his ations are to be directed: Now theſe perfons 

deny any thing of futurity, and fo it muſt be ſome- 

thing here. Is it-tHerefore either Honour, Riches, 

or Pleaſure? (the'fatm of what this World affords) 

which ſoever then of theſe 1s the end propos, all 
thingsare tobedireQted toit, and what ſhould hinder 

ſuch a Perſon from committing the greateſt impiery, 

rather than be defeated of his end ? ; 

if Honour or Popular Applanſe be the end they 

aim at, and if they ſuppoſe (as too many of late 

have thought) that the ready way toit 1s by oppoſing 

the King, and-ruining the Church and State, who 

knows whether they may not ( with Bratz: ) -purite 
ir, to the expulſion of the King, and overthrow 
of the Monarchy, or may not kindle a fire in 
the 


1199: 
the Temple .( with Grofrar) to get a name? 

If riches be the game they hunt after, what ſhould 
hinder them from running upon deſperate attempts 
to enrich themſelves, and to repair or increaſe their 
fortunes (if they have opportunity ) out of the Pub- 
. lick Treaſuries, to become Robbers of God and the 

King, to enrich themſelves, fince they deny the Being 

of the one, I know on that can ſecure from them 
(if they have power) the Prerogative or Poſlettions 
of the other ? 

If Pleaſure be their Deity, and they are wholl 
devoted to'it, what ſhould keep them from ficrifi 
cing all things which ſtand in their way to it ? This 
renders men of ſuch tempers not only uſelcſs, but 
dangerous to any Society 5 for if the Government 
ſhould be uneafie to them , put any reſtraint upon 
them in this particular, what ſhould hinder them (if 
they have conveniency) trom endeavouring to caſt off 
the Reſtraint, and the Government together, in; hopes 
of more Liberty, more Pleaſure in another ? 

If we propoſe theſe queſtions to an Atheiſt, and 
preſs him to declare the ultimate end of his aftions, 
and the firſt principle of his Obedience to his Gover- 
nours, if he ſettles not upon the apprehenſions- of a 
God, and the dicates of Conſcience 3 he muſt at laſt 
bottom either-on Self-intereſt, or on Chance and Ca- 
ſualty,' for his Obedience 3 and how far ſuch Sub- 
jects, ating from ſuch principles, are to be truſted, 
may be'gather'd from what hath been faid, and has 
alſo too lately, and too dearly been expericnc'd, than 
ever (1 hope) to be rely'd upon again. 

Furthermore, he that profeſſes he knows God, but 
'1n his works denies him, is abominable and diſobedi- 
ent too: The Practical Atheiſt is little leſs dangerous 
to Government than the Speculative one: He that in 

| D words 
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words owns the Being of a God, but at the ſame 
time dare live as if there were none, may be ready, 
with the Traytor Judas ( who bore the like badge of 
profeſſion) to ſeize hjs Vicegerent with a Hail Miſter, 
and betray him with a Kiſz. 

_ Highly reaſonable then was that obſervation which 
' Xenoph. de Cyrus made of his Subjets, or Xewophon for him, * Thet 
OT nRte he found thoſe to be his beſt. Subje#:, moſt Loyal, and. 
e& rw moſt Peaceable, who were moſt Retigiow. And it has 
%/ p'  been-the prudence of all Law-makers in the firſt place 
©... 4... tO take care for the ſettling of Religion, as the foun- 
7 «>=43» dation of Government ; ſuppoſing that Loyalty. is 
inwlts, only ſteady when ſettled on Piety, and that Obedi- 
ence only hearty, which. proceeds from Conſct-- 
ENCE. 

Coroll. 2. We are obligd in Conſtience to ſubmit to 
the Laws of the Magiſtrate : For if we muſt be ſub- 
xa to- them for Conſcience-fake,; their Laws muſt be. 
fſupposd, by vertue of that command; to lay an ob- 
-. tion on our ws mangs.c. and at om —_ 

*7«ft.Inftir- this precept was grven, and a long time after, » ths 
rr m1 will of the rad. f wo tb the þ toy. a Law, it muſt 
principi pla- be the ſame thing-to be enjoyn'd to ſubmit to hisLaws, 
act legs as to him in- point. of Conſcience. 
hats I have not time, neither- would it be needfal, if I 
had, to. anſwer particularly all that is alledg'd againſt 
this poſition, by thoſe Champions for a pretended 
Conſcience againft the lawful power 0 iſtrates, 
and that uſe their- miſtaken liberty for a cloak of ma- 
Iiciouſneſs. I ſhall only lay down thus much 7» theſ, 
That he who 1s the immediate and dire& Lord of Con- 
ſcience, hath in Scripture Charter committed to his 
Vicegerents on Earth an indire& power over the 
ſamez and he who has ſet us free from the Jewiſh Ce- 
remonies, as eſſential parts of Worſhip, hath —_— 
was 
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ted a power to man to make bhuware Ordinances, and's Petz-13: 
has commanded all to ſubmit to the ſame, and that for 
he Lord's ſake. 
If therefore we refuſe to obey thoſe that have rule 
. over us, (God will puniſtrus for + it, and therefore in 
Conſcience we are bead to ſubmit to them always, 
and to ———— aively, where God does not 1n- 
trary 3 for even thoſe Humane Sta- 
tures — ws le to the Divine, oblige the 
Conſcience by vertue of the Divine Command, which 
ires this duty of us as we are Subjects of God, 
the King : e to that of the Father Ber- 
zard *, with which I ſhall conclude this point : We em. & 
aro eguoty in Conſcience , in the | log kind of Pre. & 


oC.l 2. 


obedience, alt not in the ſame degree, to obſerve Sie dew, 

the Laws of God and the Kite if the latter are mot fre bans 
ht," to the former. 

oroll, 3. No ces 0 Confllance or Religies con nogns 


authorize our reſiſtance of the lawful Powers which God 75, 1. 
heth et Over Ms. oj agus 
uſual cafes that are alledgd by Antimonarchi- _ re 
.cal Writers, wherein they bold it lawful to refiſt Au- (cha 4 
thority, are cither Tyranny, Inſufficiency, or Impiety frexen 
in the Governours:z and they ſay, that in theſe caſes bent. 
it is lawful, nay, a duty to oppoſe, and deſtroy tis, WM 
them. on 
But if this Do@rine were true, what Prince could 
be ſafe in the Throne, or what People quiet and ſe- 
cure 1n their ments 2 How many good Princes 
( (fore as Juſt and righteous as ever held a Scepter ) 
have been branded with one, or all theſe marks, by 
reftleſs and ſeditious Spirits > What ation of 6 
can be ſo orderd, that either Ignorance or Malice 
will not bring under one of theſe heads? Every exe- 
cution of Tullice, every JIE of Tribute, or ſap- 


ply 


(20). 
words owns the Being of a God, but at the ſame 
time dare live as if there were none, may be ready, 
with the Traytor Judas þ who bore the like badge of 
profeſſion) to ſeize his Vicegerent with a Hail Miſter, 
and betray him with a Kiſs. 

Highly reaſonable then was that obſervation which 
' Xenoph. de Cyrus made of his _ or Xenophon for him, * Thet 
= yy TI he found "w_ to be his beſt. Subje#s, moſt Loyal, and. 
eG 1w moſt. Peaceable, who were moſt Retigiow. And it has 
4 49. . been-the prudence of all Law-makers in the firſt place 
Cerer hav. £0 take care for the ſettling of Religion, as the foun- 
1s <za44» dation of Government ; ſuppoſing that Loyalty. is 
-_ only ſteady when ſettled on Piety, and that Obedi- 
ence only hearty, which. proceeds from Conſci- 

ENCE. 

Coroll. 2. We are obligd in Conſcience to ſubmit to 
the Laws of the Magiſtrate : For if we muſt be ſub- 
jt to- them for Conſcience-fake, thetr Laws muſt be. 
ſupposd, by vertue of that command, to lay an ob- 
__ on our ng 3. and at this _—_ _ 

*7uft.Inftir; this precept -was grven, and a long time after, » the 
TE will f the Prins trons the Þ fas. a Law, it muſt 
principi pla- be the ſame thing-to be enjoynd toſubmitto hisLaws, 
acr legs as to him in- point. of Conſcience. 
hats I have not time, neither- would it be needfal, if I 
had, to. anſwer particularly a} that is alledg'd againſt 
this poſition, by thoſe Champions for a pretended 
Conſcience againft the lawful power 0 iſtrates, 
and that uſe their- miſtaken liberty for a cloak of ma- 
liciouſneſs. I ſhall only lay down thus much 7 theſ, 
That he who 1s the immediate and dire&tLord of Con- 
ſcience, hath in Sctipture Charter committed to his 
Vicegerents on Earth an indire& power over the 
ſamez and he who has ſet us free from the Jewiſh Ce- 
* remonies, as eſſential parts of Worſhip, hath _ 
ted 


(21 ) 
ted a power to man to make hawave Ordinances, and's Pet2-13: 
has commanded all to ſubmit to the ſame, and that for 
the Lord's fete 
If therefore we refuſe to obey thoſe that have rule 
. over us, 'God will PEI and therefore in 
Conſcience we are to ſubmit to them always, 
and to —_——_ attively, where God does not 1n- 
terpoſe to the contrary 3 for even thoſe Humane Sta- 
tutes which are agreeable to the Divine, oblige the 
Conſcience by vertue of the Divine Command, which 
ires this duty of us as we are Subjets of God, 
2nd the King' agreeable to that of the Father Ber- 
nard *, with which I ſhall conclude this point : We zen. & 
are equally bound in Conſcience , in the ſame kind of 4m 
obedience, although not in the ſame degree, to obſerve 5;1e dew, 
the Laws of God and the King, if the latter are not /*« bone 
"PR— to the former. Dei,mand «- 
oroll. 3. No ces of Conſcience or Religion can nm qud- 
authorize our reſiſtance of the lawful Powers which God 7; 
hath ſet over us. ri obſequen- 
The uſual caſes that are alledgd by Antimonarchi- #9 #<+ 
cal Writers, wherein they hold it lawful to refiſt Au- 
thority, are either Tyranny, Inſufficiency, or Impiety frenden - 
in the Governours:z and they ſay, that in theſe caſes 7 comma- 
it is lawful, nay, a duty to oppoſe, and deftroy ris nnpre- 
them. —— 
But if this Dotrine were true, what Prince could 
be ſafe in the Throne, or what People quiet and ſe- 
cure in their enjoyments ? How many good Princes 
( ſome as juſt and righteous as ever held a Scepter ) 
have been branded with one, or all theſe marks, by 
reftleſs and ſeditious Spirits ? What a&ion of State 
can be ſo orderd, that either Ignor 


ance or Malice 
will not bring under one of theſe heads? Every exe- 
cution of Juſtice, every Co"__ of Tribute, or ſup- 
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#-%,* ny in our days, who would be thought to be the 
— =. faricteſt, if not the only followers of Chriſt, whoſe 


WW 
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| (22) 
ply of Money upon any occaſion, ſhall be called Ty- 
ranny : - Every unfortunate everit/ ſha}l be charg'd up- 
on inſufficiency : Any Religion that is own'by the 
Prince, and (etled in the State, be 1t never ſo holy 
and pure, ſhall by them of another Se& be proclaimd 
Impiety : And thus upon every turn the Monarch is 
liable'to be dethron'd, and if he goes about to main- 
tain his ground, he is call'd a Tyragt, and fo to be 
deſtroy'd But bleſſed'be God, the true Religion 
allows of no ſuch praftices, he that looks into” the 
Goſpel, will find that our Savioxr has told us, that 
his Kingdom was not of this World, that the Religt- 
on he eſtabliſh'd was a 'meck, peaceable, and ſuffer- 
ing Religion, © promiſing eſpecial rewards to thoſe 
who leave Houſes or Lands to lay down their lives 
for Chriſt's ſake : It ſets before us the example of our 
Saviour, who was made perfe& through ſufferings, 
and we are commanded to follow his example, in pa- 


tient ſufferingffor the truth; if it-pleaſe God to call us 


| Ci 
. 


tO 1t, 
As this was the Do@rine of the Goſpel, ſo I have 


- ſhewn you thatit was the praCtice of the firſt Publiſh- 


ers of it, 'and their ſucceſſors 3 they never knew what 
it was in the Primitive times of Chriſtianity,to oppoſe, 
cxpell, or deſtroy any Pagan; Ferſecuting, Arriay, 
or Apoſtate Emperour 3 they knew not yet what it 
was to take up other Arms againſt their Governours, 


'Grez.Nzz, than their Prayers and their Tears, that they might 
0r-r. i-in Jive peaceably and quietly under them, in Godlineſs 
4 :,:,.and Honeſty *; 


Burt how different 1s this from the carriage of ma- 


pretences to Religion make way to Rebellion, and 
their Faith intitles them to Faion. 
If 
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(gy) | 
: If $. Paxl had wrote after their manner, or to 
pleaſe them, , he muſt have chang the ſtile 'of his In- 
junction, and inſtead of commanding 'to ſabmeit, have 
perſwaded them to be ſtubborn, and difobedient'for 
Conſcience-ſake, mſtead of exhorting them to make 
Prayers and Supplications for Kings,” and all in aitho- 
rity, -that they enter into Leagues, Covenants, Aſſoci- | 
ations againſt them, and under a ſhew of Religion, 
deſtroy thoſe that would live peaceably and quierly 
in the Land. | 

To ſubmit, after the example of our Saviour, ſay 
they, would be the ready way to be deſtroy'd, and 
Prayers and Tears , the: anciegt Chriſtian Armour 
againſt Perſecutors, are now no better than Mownte- 
bank Receipts, as the late Apeſiate Author of the Life of 
| (his elder Brother) Julian, calls them, (rermsfit only 
for a Scaffold or a Pillary, and might from thence 
well enough ſound from the Author, - better, I'mſure, 
than from the Preſs or Pulpit, ) theſe Receipts, ſay they, 
are now ineffeftual to cure'the diſtempers of the Go- 
vernmerit, and therefore they hope they may be ex- 
cuſed if they uſe ſome more violent remedies, and 
deſtroy the Peace and Government, toeſtabliſh Anar-' 
chy and Confuſion ( which they call Godlinefs and Re- 
ligion.). Nay furthermore, the ſame Author and 
his Party tell us, and we are beholden to them for 
the diſcovery ( for it is a Mine newly ſprung againſt 
the Government ) that we have Law on our fides 
now, and 'tis current dodqrine with them, that where 
the King perſecutes againſt Law, he may be opposd 
and deſtroy d. | 

In anſwer to which vain and impious Plea (for ſoit 
has been fully made appear to- ba, in the Life of Jo- 
vian) I would propole this dilemma to ſuch perſons, 
who think they may reſiſt, if a good — Per- 
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(24). 
ſecutes them 
Did our Saviowr ſuffer 
Law ? Tf according to Law, what made Pilzte to 


againſt Law, and deſire their anſwer : 
againſt Law, or according to 


pronounce him Innocent, and declare that he found 
no cauſe of death in him ? Tf againſt Law, why did 
he not refift 2 He did not —_— for hecould 
with a word ſpeaking have called down Power enough 
from Heaven to have deſtroy'd his Perſecutors againſt 
Law: and certainly if he intended any ſuch ” ans 
for Chriſtians, he would not have given ſuch an 
example by his ſufferings to the contrary, and oblig'd 
all his Diſciples, by an expreſs command, to tran- 

py he had ſet them, and follow his 
example. 


So that upon the whole we muſt conclude, that 
either our Saviour died as a MalefaQtor, according to 
Law, 'or elſe that he ſuffering againſt Law, did too 
tamely ſubmit, betray'd his followers, and his exam- 

le is not to be imitated by usz either of which are 
ittle leſs than blaſphemous, and fit for none bur a 
Julian, or the Author of bis Life to affirm. And thus 


much hall ſuffice for the Propofitions and Corol- 


What remains ? But that we all apply our ſelves to 


endeavour the ſupport of the Government, and inour 


ſeveral places and ſtations ſtudy to keep a good Con- 
ſcience, and faithfully to diſcharge that truſt which 
God and the King have committed to us : You, avy 
Lords, and All that are in Authority, by a ſteady and 
impartial execution of Juſtice, and all of us by aCon- 
ſcientious ſubmiſſion toour Prince, and obedience to 
his. Laws. 

Let us be thankfyl to God, who has eſtabhſh'd fo 
juſt and rightful a Government among us, -' and hath 
ſet ſo graciousa Princeto rule over us, who as he had 

| greater 


(25) 
greater injurics than any of his Predeceſlors to for- 
give, ſo God endued him with a Clemency fitted 
or the ſage : Although he might juſtly have reſented 
the evil carriage of hts towards him in the 
days of his Exile, yet at his return he was ready to 
forget all, to receive them as Friends, who had been 
ay ng nn and m much mercy to ive 
them more than they could expet or deſerve 3 | 
= that they may be truly ſenſible of it, and thank- 

I and obedient ro God and the King for n. He ſtill- 
treats his Subjects with the kindneſs of a Father : 
Whoſe Oxe hath he taken? Whoſe Vineyard hath he 
coveted 2 Or whom doth he in any kind opprels ? 
He is pleasd to oblige himſelf to walk by the ſame 
Law with his Subjects, and if at any time he ſteps 
| befide it, of his own motion, 'tis to abate the ri- 

gour and ſeverity-of it : And indeed the yoak of his 

Government is ſocafie and gentle, that of om, abgrns 
[ fear, to grow wanton nk o light en, and 
to endeavour to caſt it off from their Becks Strange 
it is, that men ſhould be fo careleſs and di = 
_ IE ER CRE for, nay, to a both: 
God's and the King's mercies , finning againſt” 
the one, and by murmuring and —_—_ againſt the- 
other. 

To conclude then, if we are ſenfible of the bleſ- 
ſings we enjoy in the liberty of the true Reform'd: 
Religion, in oppoſition to Superſtition and Profane- 
neſs; if we are truly ſenſible of the bleſſings of Go- 
vernment in general, in oppoſtion to Anarchy; of a- 

and gracious Government, in oppoſition to- 

* Tyranny 3 ler us be heartily thankful to God, who- 
has wonderfully deliverd our King from the hands 
of violent and bibody men, Sons of * Belial, that con- 
ſpur'd againſt him 3 that he has hitherto ae” = 


__.” : " 


Ae 


__ (826): 
his Church from'th6/infolent incurfions of Sacriledge 
and. Profaneneſs, and the whole Kingdom from Blood 
and Devaſtation. F | | 

1f therefore Decency and: Order. in the Church and 
State, be better than Anarchy and Confuſion 3 If 
Liberty: and Property be better than Oppreſſion and 
' Tyranny 3 If Peace be-better than War, and Litethan 
Death, let us be-thankful and Obedient, that 1t may 
be well with us, and. our Poſterity. -Let #s fear God 
and the King, -and medale not with thoſe that are. given 
to. change:: let Judgment run down like water, and 
Righteouſneſs like | a mighty ſtream ;, that the Throne 
may. be eſtabliſh'd, our Religion defended} our.Lives 
ſecurd, and' our Peace: continu'd. And let us all-in 
an eſpecial manner-put. up-our hearty Prayers and 
pls 0 - God for the King, and forall that ave 
in Antbority-; that God would direQ,and defend them, 


and that under them we may lead peaceable and quiet 
hoes, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 3 SN 
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